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she valued, two of her sons, the Commander-in-Chief,
her Ambassador and her Military Attache in Berlin, her
late Prime Minister, the Secretary for War and the
Secretary for Foreign Affairs. She did not consult her
present Prime Minister, Mr. Gladstone, because she
did not value his opinion. But even now she could not
make up her mind.1 The Emperor's birthday in January,
commemorating his Military Jubilee, for which this
distinction had been designed as a present from his
grandmother, went by, February and March went by
also, and still nothing was done: it really looked as if
no distinction was to be granted him. The Queen gave
her Prussian Dragoons a set of kettledrums, and it seemed
as if he would have to be content with that Ueberraschung.
But in the middle of April Lord Rosebery once more
wrote to her on the subject. The Prince of Wales and
the Duke of Cambridge had been pressing him again
about it. But he stuck to his previously expressed
opinion. The Queen had already given her grandson the
highest possible distinction in making him an Admiral of
her fleet, and if this was added c there will be nothing
left to give, and it will simply leave the German Emperor
unsatiated while yet young.'

The Queen received this letter in Florence: she was
about to start for Coburg to attend the marriage of two
grandchildren, the Grand Duke Ernest of Hesse-Darm-
stadt, son of Princess Alice, and Princess Victoria Melita
of Coburg, daughter of the Duke of Edinburgh, who had
now succeeded to the throne of Coburg. The Emperor
was to be present, and he had the pretty thought of
sending to Coburg a squadron of the Queen's Prussian
Dragoons to meet and salute her with the National

1 Letters III, ii. pp. 344-3s$f